Social Impact

Providing people with disabilities the social skills
necessary to build and maintain personal relationships.

SOCIAL IMPACT is a unique 12-month pilot dating service, teaching people with disability really useful relationship skills then providing opportunities to put stuff into practice at supportive social events. It will see them have a great time, develop relationships and friendships, build happier and fuller lives and perhaps meet a partner and gain love.

Background & Why

· People asking for a boyfriend/girlfriend, and why not, we all have or want partners etc
· Looked at research

· Held focus groups

· Needed to do something

· Discussions about the group, went intellectual disability because they did the work

SOCIAL IMPACT provides:

· An ongoing relationship skills service that can refine and develop as it goes

· Support and/or skills to make the primary objective, finding a partner and friends, possible

· Happier people with:

- Increased social and communication skills

- Greater assertiveness and emotional independence

- Awareness of the risks of unsafe sex and sexual abuse

- Better understanding of relationships overall and how they work - The knowledge of how to feel good and look good

- Respect for others

WHO CAN GET INVOLVED?

A few places for women, and must be able to fit into the sessions already organized
· A willingness to become involved in SOCIAL IMPACT

· The capacity to contribute to financially to some of the event costs

· Get to training and provide carer/support staff if required

· Availability from February – December 2010 for at least: - 8x 2-hour training sessions

- 6x 3-hour events, May - December 2010

8-10 Practical Training Sessions led by experts in their field, deliver supportive, appropriate, reliable information in a safe environment. Groups of 16-20 people with a disability can share, discuss and role play to gain new relationship skills and knowledge, such as:

· Let’s Begin with Me

· Meeting New People

· Conversation and Communication

· Look Good Feel Good

· Chatting up

· Relationships

· Sex

· The New Me into the Future

We will practice these new skills via targeted events such as:

· Karaoke

· Dinners

· Bowling and Supper

· Picnics

· Progressive dance

· Culminating in a Formal Graduation at Melbourne Town Hall, 3 December 2010

What now

Program started this Monday
What Next

Next year, do more…

